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The Topics

◼ The Florida Medicaid Programs

◼ Medicaid Planning Strategies

◼ SNT’s for Sheltering Funds

◼ Miscellaneous Uses of SNT’s







The Florida Medicaid Programs

1. SSI Eligible Individuals (SSI-DA), 

2. Institutional Care Program (ICP), 

3. Eligible Individuals under SOBRA - Aged or Disabled (MEDS-AD), 

4. Protected Medicaid (PM), 

5. Medically Needy (MN), 

6. Emergency Medicaid for Noncitizens (EMN), 

7. Hospice, 

8. Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) – THE WAIVERS, 

9. Modified Project Aids Care (MPAC), 

10. SSI-Related Programs for Refugees (RAP), 

11. Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB), 

12. Working Disabled (WD), 

13. Special Low Income Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB), 

14. Qualifying Individuals I (QI1), and 

15. Program of All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) 



Some of the Strategies

◼ Exempt Assets

◼ Converting Countable to Exempt

◼ Gifting

◼ Paying for Services

◼ Special Needs Trusts



Some of the Strategies

◼ Exempt Assets

• Primary Residence

• Personal Property – Household Goods Burial/Funeral 

Arrangements and Plots 

• Vehicle(s) 

• Income Producing Property 

• Life Estates in Real Estate  

• Life Insurance

• Non-Negotiable Assets

• Loans and Promissory Notes



Some of the Strategies

◼ Transfer (Gifting) issues

◼ Penalty periods

◼ Exempt People



Some of the Strategies

◼ Other Strategies

• Support and Maintenance Agreements

• Annuities (Retirement Funds) 

• Establishment of Joint Tenancy 

• Promissory Notes 
• Increase Community Spouse Resource Allowance

• Spousal Refusal

• Hardship Cases 

• Half a Loaf Strategy
• Special Needs Trusts



What Do We Mean by “Special Needs Trust”

◼ Under Age 65 Disabled Trust (d (4) (A)) –

U65 Trust

◼ Pooled Trust (d (4) (C)) – Pooled Trust

◼ Qualified Income Trust (d (4) (B) – QIT

◼ Third Party Special Needs Trust 



Whose $$$$$ is it?

Anybody else
Beneficiary’s Money

How Old is Beneficiary?

Under age 65 Age 65 or Over

3rd party SNT1st party SNT

Pooled SNT
d4C

Stand-Alone
d4A SNT

Can do either Stand-Alone
3rd Party SNT

Pooled 3rd
Party SNT

Qualifying Special 
Needs Trust (QSNT)

“Pooled” for economy of scale
Funds will be “pooled” so no unique assets
No minimums
More economical for smaller amounts (under 
$250K)
Professional Trustee and Investments
No EIN to get, no bank account to open

Medicaid payback trusts
Part of 42 U.S.C. 1396 p

No Medicaid payback

Flexibility in drafting for unique aspects and assets
Can name own trustee
Not efficient for smaller dollar amounts
Can use outside investment advisors

If spouse, must do
SNT under Will 

SNT (Special Needs Trust) Analysis

See FLA STAT 732.2025(8)
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Shelter Funds with SNT’s

◼ Keeps the money for the ward

◼ Enhance life of ward

◼ Maintain a Home (or other exempt 

asset)

◼ Pay caregivers and other 

professionals



Miscellaneous Uses of SNT’s

◼ Alimony Payments

◼ Child Support

◼ MSA’s
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